
 
 

Félix & Ricardo Meli 
 

«I have 4% left but feel free to freestyle on the chat and I come back when I have my charger» 
 
 
A message the two artists Félix and Ricardo Meli exchanged on WhatsApp. A long phrase with a 
humorous trait hints at what’s to come, engages their collaboration for this exhibition at nano. 
 
The starting point and work material for their installation are two empty generic server racks. 
From afar they look like phone booths. Bought on an online Marketplace, the racks had to be 
collected somewhere in Zürich. The two artists experienced a necessary and adventurous time moving 
these heavy and bulky human-size servers, crossing streets. 
«On the way, we saw all these blocky houses, it felt like we were moving one of those around…the 
server racks on the tram almost damaged the ceiling - the tram driver laughed a lot and took a selfie 
with us. On the street, we encountered visitors who looked up from their cell-phones at the lost 
monuments where data of their own could have transited through».  
 
One must consider the notion of vacuum associated with these two objects: empty leftover shells, 
outside walls containing inside air or halos of electric pulses. These physical structures used to house 
fragile electronic devices. Core data was stored or hosted in them. Memories and thoughts became 
signals, could travel from one point to another in a split second – like a sparkle. An immaterial link 
to and from human lives flowing through plastic and metal wires. 
But these skeletons full of ghosts are used once more to open a whole new range of possibilities and 
dimensions. The past isn’t relevant anymore unless one points at it as an archaeologist would do, 
trying to uncover a lost reality.  
The artists play and juggle between deconstruction and reconstruction. Dismantled, the racks offer a 
range of new iconographic forms: tiny wall switches, aftershock architectural structures and lines, 
layered, overlapping surfaces – like paintings – are assembled and elegantly placed. Thus, a sleek 
and fresh aesthetic shapes the room, inhabits the walls of nano. This installation touches us with new 
information, new interpretations. Of course, in the end, it all will be digitally compressed and become 
new data, navigating through new channels to a new recipient. 
 
 
Félix’s work is conceptual and consistently emphasizes on sculpture, memory and form through a 
pluridisciplinary practice. As installations, his work offers a glimpse of possible future or past lives 
within a certain timeframe. 
Ricardo Meli develops a sculptural language by observing and taking in specific characteristics of a 
chosen material. He focusses on manufacturing processes, questions the perception of shapes in 
everyday life through specific aesthetic qualities. 
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